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ritory in 1288, to the day when Constantinople fell tinder
Mohammed II, to whom the credit for the establishment
of the Ottoman Empire belongs.

The Greek race fared rather badly in the first two cen-
turies of Ottoman domination. The Turkish State, "being
a militant organization par excellence and existing
chiefly as the most perfect war machine of its time, was
in continuous and ever-increasing need of new armies,
and these the Turkish race was unable to supply in suffi-
cient number. Thus, as early as 1326, Orkhan, the son
of Osman and first conqueror of Brusa, instituted the
system of forcible recruiting of all his Christian prison-
ers in order to swell his army. This system continued
up to the time of the conquest of Constantinople, when it
was further developed at the expense of the Greek popu-
lation, who in addition to other taxation had to supply
the healthiest and strongest among their boys for the
exclusive service of the Sultan. These boys were liter-
ally kidnaped from their homes at the tender age of
seven, made into Moslems, and brought up at the expense
of the state. They were the famous janissaries. Their
system of recruitment was gradually extended to all
countries falling under Ottoman domination, and not
even Hungary was exempt from it. Just how many mil-
lions of Greek boys thus passed into the making of the
Turkish race in Anatolia is an open question. When,
however, we figure that those were the years when the
Ottoman Empire was in its prime, and its military suc-
cesses almost continuous, we will come to the conclusion
that the loss of the Greek nation from that source alone
must have been enormous.

With the expansion of its frontiers, rulers of the Otto-
man Empire soon came to the conclusion that its military
men were not sufficient to manage the affairs of the state.
That they were ill-fitted for the work of civil administra-
tion and all the tasks of peace was apparent to the Turks